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Following Personal for Foreign Secretary from 
Prime Minister. 

Begins. 

y" 

My ^.immediately following -telegram contains' 1 my record 
of-, the discussion. I had today^ifith^President' Kenedy -and. tfhiphs 
he has acoepted as -a fair’kbeount : ^of ‘our r&eeting." i: r* I ' ."am''* latrkl'd 
it is not very logical and is "somewhat repetitive, hut I had to 
resist .an American draft and -hurriedly diot ate something which 
they accepted with some amendments. I think our position is 
not compr raised and at the same time they. are satisfied of our- 
fair dealing. * The probable^Frerich position was discussed 
though I am afraid it is omitted from the ‘report ' of the talk. 

It is of course another reason why in the first stage every 
C0 ? I if^ r 5 r in 8EAT0 need not he. called upon for active contribution. 

2. I am sending a copy to the Home Secretary and a copy 
of this telegram. ’ r " 

■ . a*- 


3* The view that I would put before the Cabinet is as 

follows: - . ' ‘ 

• « * 

, ■ » V * * 

4* We must continue to put as our first objective the 
solution of the Laotian problem fcy discussion. Gromyko is 
calling on President Kennedy tomorrow morning Monday, 

27th March, and the President has promised to send me an account 
of this meeting as well as to .Dean 'Rusk. If however it seems 

clear that the Russians are still delaying the Americans will 
step up their para military aotioa.v If this too fails then' 
their will be a request to 8EAT0’ for military intervention in’ 
Laos. I have reached the view that it would be wrong to- 
expect the United States to be the only member of SEATO to act 
and I think therefore that we must be prepared to consider some 
measure of British military help* ' 1 

* , ■ * »■ ’• 
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5« I am quite satisfied that President Kennedy is very 
much alive to all the risks of military intervention and has no 
intention of entering into any unlimited commitments. He al£o 
accepts that the United Kingdom cannot undertake an unlimited 
military commitment and he therefore agrees that a. plan should 
"be worked out of a limited character as described in the note ' 
of my conversation with him. This*“plan should he "worked out 
in Bangkok between Admiral Pelt and General Hull and it : must: be 
kept very secret and not communicated $q,;the ;,other 
members as it might have a depressing eMectrupi^ 
of its limited character. It was -agreed between President" 
Kennedy and myself that even if Cabinet 'approved' Joint planning 
no actual military intervention would (6 groups omitted ?be 
entered into by) H.M.G* and the United St at es ; Government as 
well as the other Governments concerned# 

6# Your immediate purpose at the 8EAT0 meeting should be 
to keep a high morale and not defindteiy^discourage^more 
ambitious planning although we know^it^iaay .be unworkable 
seem to create a sense of unity and doterx^ination wfrjoh may get 
through to the Russians. 

7# The Cabinet are meeting at 10.00 a.nu B.8.T. in 
London on Monday 27th March* This means that you qannot 
expect any message from the . Homa-Se or et aryi that ;^he-iGabiaet 
have accepted my views until < 

only be able to act in a generall'w^^iU' accordance with 
paragraphs# •£- r* ; 

• * ■ > ' * ' 

^8, According to. tho,, -«ioonati Deatt.?Rusk seemed 

rather concerned oa Friday. mot^lng.^:;; Bat I thiak. i^at' we Have 
discussed together Has got the^poBitioa .dear. . ,.^ r ' 


Eads, 


(Copies to Foreign Office for transmission to Bangkok 
and Washington* ) 
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P.8# to Prime Minister, 
Admiralty House# 


Foreign Office 

H tl 


(South East Asia 
Department) 


- Sir P# Hoyer Millar 

- Mr# MoDenaot 

- Mr# Peteraon . . 
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